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Make the most of your visit 

This guide book is divided into four main sections featuring the buildings, 

activities and events for each weekend. You will find street maps to help you find 

your way around Denbigh and Ruthin. There is also a map of Denbighshire to help 

you locate the towns.  Access issues have been listed where possible.

Look out for the yellow AA boards headed “Open Doors” directing you to sites 

of interest. Opening times of buildings may vary, so please check times when 

planning your visit.  

Pre-booking may be needed on many walks and tours, so it is advisable to book 

early! You’ll find the details in the relevant section of this guide book.

Your main points for information during the weekends will be at Denbigh Library 

and Ruthin Library. 

Welcome

For up to the minute information, 
visit our website at: 

www.opendoorsdenbighshire.org.uk

A warm welcome to Open Doors 
Denbighshire 2013. This event is 
now one of the largest and most 
successful of its type in Wales.

This year you can visit over 40 buildings 

spanning six centuries; many of which would 

not normally be open to the public – or 

not open free of charge. They are sure to 

capture your interest, both architecturally 

and historically, and give you a unique 

insight into the way some of our major 

towns have developed over the generations.

Denbigh Civic Society, Llangollen Civic 

Society, Ruthin and District Civic Association 

and Denbighshire County Council would like 

to thank all the owners of the properties, the 

volunteer stewards, and others who help to 

make these weekends a success. We would 

also like to thank the sites in Bodelwyddan, 

St Asaph and Rhuddlan for taking part again.

For details of how to join a  
civic society, please call  
01824 706778. 
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1   Bodelwyddan Castle

2 St Margaret’s Church

3 St Asaph Cathedral

4 Rhuddlan Castle

5 Dolbelydr, Trefnant

6    Valle Crucis Abbey, Llangollen (off map) 

7   Rug Chapel, Corwen (off map)

8   Elwy Bank, St Asaph  

9 Llangar Old Parish Church, nr Corwen (off map)
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Exhibitions & events

Valle Crucis Abbey Guided 
Tours
Time: 11am, 1pm, 3pm.
Access: accessible to ground floor.

Guided tours by the custodian.  The Abbey will 

be open to casual visitors from 11am-4pm.

Sunday 8 September only

Rhuddlan Castle Guided 
Tours
Time: 12 noon, 2pm
Access: fully accessible to ground floor 
areas.
A volunteer will lead guided tours of the castle 

and grounds. Open 11am-4pm for casual 

visitors.

Ruthin Craft Centre Exhibitions

21st and 22nd September – bookbinder, Simeon 

Jones, in collaboration with Helfa Gelf.

22nd September - Windows on Wales, is a 

collaboration of six artists in response to Edwards 

Pugh’s book ‘Cambria Depicta’ published at the 

beginning of the 19th century.

St Mary’s Church
Church Street, Rhuddlan, Denbighshire,  
LL18 2YA
Time: 10am -4pm  
Saturday 28th September 10am-4pm 
Sunday 29th September 11am-4pm (Sunday 
Service 9.30am)
Access: Steps to church, but ramps are available

Rhuddlan Local History Society will have displays of 

maps and photos of old Rhuddlan. There will be an 

exhibition of old farming implements and machinery, 

and craft work by the Ladies’ Fellowship.  A Craft 

and Artisans’ Fair will also take place on Saturday. 

Spinning and felt-making demonstrations will take 

place on Sunday.  Light refreshments will be available.

To book any of the walks or 
tours, please call 01824 706778
or email 
heritageinitiative@denbighshire.
gov.uk

Bodelwyddan Castle
Time: 10.30am-5pm
Access: accessible to most areas.

Enjoy free entry and themed tours that will be 

running throughout the weekend on subjects 

including the history of Bodelwyddan Castle, the 

restoration in the 1980s, Bodelwyddan Castle in 

the First World War, and the Victorian garden.

Rug Chapel Guided Tours, 
Corwen
Time: 11am, 1pm, 3pm
Access: accessible.

Rug chapel’s plain exterior gives little hint of the 

riches within. 

Join a tour of the church with our expert guide. 

Find out more about the church’s architecture, its 

decorative wall paintings and its numerous wooden 

carvings.

Marble Church and Canadian 
Graves tour
Time: 12 noon and 1pm Saturday,  
1pm and 2pm Sunday. Approx 30 mins.
Access: fully accessible.

Guided tours of the church to include the Canadian 

War Grave. Meet at west door entrance to the 

church.

There will also be a vicar present who will talk about 

the church seasons, the history of vestments and 

liturgical colours.  The bell tower will be open from 

1pm-4pm.  Refreshments available.

Around the County

Walks and Tours Saturday 7 and Sunday 8  September
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1   Bodelwyddan Castle
Bodelwyddan LL18 5UY, Grade II* Listed Building   
NGR SJ008 751

Earliest records for the house date from 1460. In 

1690, it was bought by Sir William Williams, a Barrister, 

Recorder of the City of Chester, Speaker of the House of 

Commons from 1680-81 and Solicitor General to King 

James II. His descendents stayed until 1920. The house 

was remodelled in the gothic revival style by architects 

Hansom and Welch in the 1820s. During the First World 

War, the house was used as a recuperation hospital. 

From 1920 to 1982, it was home to Lowther College, 

a girls’ school. Bodelwyddan Castle was subsequently 

acquired by Clwyd County Council, refurbished and 

opened to the public as long-term partner of the 

National Portrait Gallery in 1988.

Open: Saturday 7th and Sunday 8th September.   
Guided walks: see ‘Around the County’ events page.  

2   St Margaret’s Church
The Village, Bodelwyddan, Grade II* Listed Building   
NGR SJ003 754

Known as the “Marble Church” due to the variety of 

marble used in its interior construction, it took just over 

four years to build at a cost of £60,000. Commissioned 

by Lady Margaret Willoughby de Broke in memory of her 

husband, the church is built mainly of native limestone, 

quarried and dressed by men recruited from North 

Wales. The church is in the decorated gothic style.  

It consists of chancel, nave, north and south aisles and 

a small octagonal vestry at the angle of the chancel and 

north aisle. It was designed by architect John Gibson 

who regarded it as his principal work.

Open: 9.30am to 4.30pm on Saturday 7th and 
Sunday 8th September.   
Guided walks: see ‘Around the County’ events page.

3   St Asaph Cathedral
High Street, Grade I Listed Building   
NGR SJ038 743

The site of this medieval cathedral has been used as 

a place of worship since AD 560 when St Kentigern 

established a monastic community here. Burnt and 

desecrated at least three times, the present building 

is a mixture of architecture dating from the 13th and 

14th centuries and restored in the 19th century by Sir 

Gilbert Scott. The magnificent stained glass windows 

and the provocative sculpture “The Naked Christ” are 

two of the cathedral’s many notable features.  

The greatest treasure on display is the original  

1588 bible that Bishop William Morgan translated 

into Welsh.

Open 7th and 8th September  
Time: 8.30am-4pm.
Access: fully accessible, ramps available for less 
accessible areas.
Civic Open Service and the International Music 
Festival will also be held on the weekend.

4   Rhuddlan Castle
Castle Street, Grade I Listed Building   
NGR SJ 024 779

Begun in 1277 and completed in 1282, this was the 

second of King Edward I’s great Welsh fortifications. 

A protected river dock forms one side of the 

defences of this concentrically planned castle, 

dominated by a distinctive diamond-shaped inner 

ward. Much of the work was overseen by master 

mason James of St George and was built concurrently 

with Flint Castle. During the fortification’s lengthy 

construction, the River Clwyd was straightened and 

dredged to allow ships to sail inland along a man-

made channel. This allowed provisions and troops 

to reach the castle even if hostile forces or a siege 

prevented overland travel.

Open: 11am-4pm on Sunday 8th September. 
Guided walks: see ‘Around the County’ events 
page.

Where to Visit
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5   Dolbelydr, Trefnant 
Grade II* Listed Building
NGR SJ031709

A fine example of a 16th century stone-built gentry 

house which has survived remarkably unaltered.  

This was where Henry Salesbury (1561-1605), physician 

and humanist scholar, wrote his Grammatica Britannica, 

published in 1593. Originally, Dolbelydr would have been 

a house of considerable status, built of well-dressed 

limestone with tall chimneys. It declined in status 

through the years and underwent various alterations. 

It stood empty from around 1912. It has been 

beautifully restored by the Landmark Trust who offer 

accommodation for holiday makers at the house.

Open 10am to 4pm Thursday 12th to 15th  
10am to 1pm Monday 16th 
Directions: follow the B5428 from  
Trefnant crossroads

6   Valle Crucis Abbey, Llangollen 

Scheduled Monument 
NGR SJ204441

Building work began on the Abbey in 1201. Seven 

centuries later and the abbey is one of the best 

preserved in Wales. Even the monks’ fishpond is still full 

of water!

Valle Crucis Abbey suffered a serious fire and numerous 

attacks but went on to earn a reputation for its 

appreciation of the literary arts. In 1535 it was ranked 

the second richest Cistercian monastery after Tintern. 

This new found wealth and hospitality didn’t last long. 

Valle Crucis was duly dissolved by royal decree in 1537.

Open: 11am-4pm Saturday 7th and Sunday 8th.  
Guided walks: see ‘Around the County’ events page.

7  Rug Chapel, Corwen  
LL21 9BT SJ0655043914.

Step inside 17th-century Rug Chapel and prepare to be wowed 

by its decorative flourishes. If you’re a fan of minimalism, you 

may want to take a deep breath before entering. Its founder, the 

arch-Royalist Colonel William Salesbury, created a private chapel 

complete with high church pretensions and a zany style to counter 

puritanical notions of the time.  You can never have enough wood 

carvings or rose motifs, whether it was on the altar rails, family pews, 

painted gallery or bench ends. It certainly grabbed the attention of 

Sir Edwin Lutyens.

Open 10am to 5pm Saturday 7th and Sunday 8th 
Access can be difficult for people who suffer from loss of mobility.

 8  Elwy Bank, St Asaph   
High Street, St Asaph, Denbighshire LL17 0RD
NGR SJ 037 743

Originally built in the early 1700s and previously used as a high 

street bank, this fascinating building was hiding important historical 

murals in its drawing room for years, which were covered by modern 

wallpaper, hidden from the world.  Unfortunately the building fell 

into disrepair in the 1980s and was threatened with demolition. 

However, the building was saved by builder Tom Smith. The murals 

are believed to have been painted by Hugh Hughes around 1830 and 

are of nine portraits, including the Duke and Duchess of Kent, Queen 

Victoria’s parents, Lord Nelson General Berkeley and Dean Shipley 

who was the Dean of St. Asaph and Bishop Herber.  

Open 10am to 4pm Saturday 21st and Sunday 22nd. 

9  Llangar Old Parish Church, nr Corwen
NGR SJ063424

Llangar Old Parish Church, is a few centuries older in construction 

than nearby Rug Chapel. Its whitewashed appearance hides 

wonders within. Inside, the 15th-century wall paintings still survive, 

thanks in part to the church making way for a new place of worship 

in Cynwyd in the 1850s.

Guided tours    10:30am, 12:30, 2:30pm and 4:30pm. 

Where to Visit
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Denbigh is an historical town and has more listed buildings than any other town in Wales. In 

the 11th century Denbigh was a border town guarding the approach to the Hiraethog hills and 

Snowdonia. The Welsh word “Dinbych” means a “small fortified place”. During the next 200 

years the town grew in stature to become a residence of Welsh princes but, in 1282, Edward I 

overcame the Welsh resistance and the town was granted to Henry de Lacy, Earl of Lincoln, and it 

was he who started to build Denbigh castle. 

In 1563 Elizabeth I’s favourite, Robert Dudley, Earl of Leicester, was given the castle and 

lordship of Denbigh and the town grew as a centre of Renaissance culture and enterprise. 

Denbigh prospered as a market town and many notable Welshmen resided there including Hugh 

Myddleton, his brother Thomas, H M Stanley, Twm o’r Nant, Richard Clough and Humphrey Llwyd.

Today the town boasts over 200 listed buildings in a delightful mixture of styles, from medieval 

timber and stone to grand Victorian brick. The high street, wide enough for a market, contains 

the county hall, built in 1572 and now a library and gallery, and is flanked by close-knit streets 

retaining their sense of the medieval town plan. On top of the hill the castle reigns supreme, 

surrounded by the impressive town walls.
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1   Denbigh Library
2 Denbigh Castle
3 Burgess Gate
4 Leicester’s Church
5 Denbigh Town Walls
6 Bryn y Parc

7 Dr Evan Pierce Garden
8   St Mary’s Church
9 St Marcella’s Church  
10 Denbigh Friary (off map)

11 St Thomas’s Church
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Denbigh and  
the First English Civil War
Time: 10am.
Booking: pre-booking required.
Access: some steep climbs, stiles and fields, 
participants should wear appropriate clothing and 
footwear.

A guided tour focusing on Denbigh in the first half of 
the 17th century, the battle of Denbigh Green and the 
siege of Denbigh Castle.  
Meet at Denbigh Library.

Discover Medieval Denbigh
Time: 10.30am and 2pm. Tour lasts about 2 hours.
Booking: pre-booking required.
Access: some steep climbs, suitable footwear 
recommended.

A 1.5 mile walk through Denbigh with Fiona Gale, 
County Archaeologist, exploring Denbigh’s history 
through its buildings. Meet at Denbigh Library.  

Guided Tours of  
Historic Buildings in Denbigh
Time: 11am and 2pm on Saturday 21 September
Booking: pre-booking required.
Access: street tour with some hills

Royal Commission investigators Geoff Ward and Susan 
Fielding will lead two guided tours through  
the historic town of Denbigh highlighting a range  
of domestic, religious, commercial and public buildings.  
Meet at Denbigh Library.

Guided Walk of Mount Wood 
Time: 11am
Booking: not required.
Access: not accessible, suitable footwear required

A Tour of the woodland to hear about work of the 
volunteers ,to see the Flora , Fauna and hear about the 
woodland management and how traditional woodland 
management techniques are used in the current 
management of the site. Meet at Denbigh Library.

Denbigh and the Second  
English Civil War – “A Daring Raid”
Time: 10am
Booking: pre-booking required
Access: not accessible, suitable footwear and 
clothing required

A guided tour reliving the events of the 6th July 1648.  
Meet at Denbigh Library.

To book any of the walks or 
tours, please call Denbigh Library 
on 01745 816313 or email: 
heritageinitiative@denbighshire.
gov.uk

Walks and Tours

The Life and work of  
Dr Evans Pierce 
Time: 2pm Saturday 21st  2pm Sunday 22 
September 
Booking: pre-booking required.

A fascinating talk by Mair Jones as Mrs Evan Pierce – 
on the life and work of Dr Evan Pierce – Coroner, JP, 
Alderman & five times Mayor of Denbigh. A grade II 
registered historic garden.  Meet at Memorial Garden, 
Vale Street, LL16 3BW

Bryn Y Parc
Time: 10am-4pm.
Booking: not required.
Access: restricted access.

Owner Tom Smith will be on hand to answer 
questions. Self-guided tour sheets will be available 
to guide you around the outside of this remarkable 
building. Please note that you may be asked to wait 
to enter the building as numbers are strictly limited. 
Located at the top of Park Street.

A Taste of Historic Denbigh
Time: 11am both days.
Booking: pre-booking required.
Access: restricted.

The Denbigh Volunteer Tour guides will lead you on 
an historic tour of Denbigh. The guides attended a 
series of public lectures all based on Denbigh and 
have extensive knowledge of the town’s history.  
Meet at Denbigh Library.

Gwefr heb Wifrau/Wireless in 
Wales Radio Museum
Time: 10am-3pm (guided tours at 11am). 
Booking: not required.
Access: fully accessible.

Guided tours in Welsh and English, oral history 
recordings, demonstration of broadcasting 
techniques, drama re-enactment and presentations 
of radio and social history events.   

Denbigh Castle Guided Tours
Time: 11.30, 12.30 and 1.30pm.
Booking: not required.
Access: limited access.

The custodian will lead guided tours of the castle and 
the new visitor centre.

Denbigh Friary  
Time: 12.30, 1.30 and 2.30 both days
Booking: not required
Access: fully accessible.

Find out more about the friary’s colourful history and 
get the chance to explore this 13th century hidden 
gem first-hand. Rhyl Road, Denbigh LL16 3ER

A walk down  
historical Vale Street
Time: 2pm each day, tour lasts about one hour.
Booking: pre-booking required.
Access: street tour –  
Vale Street is a long, steep hill.

A walk through Denbigh’s history taking in the 
Medieval, Victorian and Georgian buildings of those 
times.  Meet at Denbigh Library.

Castle House -  
A Gentleman’s Residence
Time: 1pm-5pm both days
Booking: not required.
Access: the driveway leading to the house has 
rough terrain and there are steps into the house.

Castle House is a fine period property known as a 
‘Gentleman’s Residence’ which means it benefits 
from lots of period features but is not quite as formal 
as a country residence. This is no stuffy Victorian 
residence, but a family home full of character. 
Afternoon teas will be served up with lovely stories 
from bygone times. 

Denbigh

Saturday 21 and Sunday 22 September Saturday 21 September only Sunday 22 September only
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To book any of the walks or tours,  
please call Denbigh Library  
on 01745 816313
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1   Denbigh Library
Hall Square (High Street), Grade II* Listed Building  NGR SJ052658L

Main information point on the day – a good place to start.

The library was formerly the county hall. It was erected in 1572 as a shire 
hall under the patronage of Robert Dudley, Earl of Leicester, as part of his 
ambitious plans to become the most powerful man in the country with 
Denbigh as the seat of his realm. The building is an excellent example of early 
civic architecture in Wales. The original structure had a council and justice 
chamber above a colonnaded covered market. It was remodelled in 1780 and 
again more recently when it was converted to the town’s library and gallery.

21 and 22 September, 9.30am-4pm. Fully accessible.  
All library services will be available throughout the weekend.

4   Leicester’s Church
Bull Lane, Grade I Listed Building, Scheduled Ancient Monument
NGR SJ053657

Robert Dudley, Earl of Leicester and favourite of Elizabeth I, began 
building Leicester’s Church in 1578. It was dedicated to St David and was 
part of Leicester’s grand plan, apparently with the intention of transferring 
the ‘See’ from St Asaph to Denbigh. In 1584, work was suspended and 
the structure remained incomplete on his death in 1588. The church 
was originally conceived as a ten bay arcaded rectangular church. The 
imposing ruins are the remains of the first and probably most ambitious 
Protestant church to be started after the Reformation.

21 and 22 September, 10am-5pm. Step up into grounds.  
Grounds opened courtesy of Mr & Mrs Hobson.  
Tours available see ‘Denbigh Walks and Tours’ page.

5   Denbigh Town Walls
Bull Lane, Grade I Listed Building, Scheduled Ancient Monument
NGR SJ051657

The town walls encompass the old town and castle of Denbigh and 
extend for almost two thirds of a mile. Work began in 1282 and included 
the 20m high Goblin Tower, built to enclose and protect the only reliable 
water source for the castle. The walls held back the besieging force of 
Oliver Cromwell’s Roundheads for nine months during the Civil War, 
when the garrison was defended by Colonel William Salesbury - ‘Old blue 
stockings’. The wall walk from the Countess Tower to the Goblin Tower 
affords superb views across the Vale of Clwyd to Moel Famau and the 
Clwydian Range.

21 and 22 September, 11am-4pm.  
Not accessible: many steps and uneven surfaces -  
suitable footwear recommended.

6   Bryn Y Parc
Park Street, Grade II* Listed Building  NGR SJ054661

Bryn Y Parc is an important early town house dating from the mid 16th century.  
The building is a complex arrangement of different builds, some timber framed 
and some stone, built set around a central courtyard. The timbers date from 
1540 in the earliest section and up to 1580 in the later additions. The building 
suffered a severe fire in 2002 and has remained empty until recently. The new 
owner began the huge task of renovating the building in early 2008. The work 
is still in progress and a recent feature to be found is a well in the cellar.

21 and 22 September, 10am-4pm. 
Restricted access to gardens only.

2   Denbigh Castle 
Castle Hill, Grade I Listed Building, Scheduled Ancient Monument
NGR SJ052662

Denbigh Castle is one of the fortresses that formed King Edward I’s “ring 
of castles”, four of which (Caernarfon, Conwy, Harlech and Beaumaris) 
have been named world heritage sites. Construction of the castle began 
in 1282 by Henry de Lacy, one of Edward I’s chief commanders. It was 
not the first stronghold to occupy this strategic site: it was built over the 
stronghold of Dafydd ap Gruffudd, the Welsh leader crushed by Edward 
in 1282. During the Civil War (1642-1649), the then decaying castle was 
repaired by Colonel William Salesbury. In 1646 the castle endured a nine 
month siege. When Denbigh finally surrendered on 26 October 1646, it 
was only after the King had personally ordered Salesbury to do so.

21 and 22 September, 11am-4pm.  
Limited access.  
Guided tours: See Denbigh events page.

3   Burgess Gate
Castle Hill, Grade I Listed Building, Scheduled Ancient Monument
NGR SJ051657

This fortified gatehouse was the entry to the walled town from 1282 
onwards and had portcullis, murder holes and arrow slits. It was one of a pair 
of gateways; the other being the now lost Exchequer Gate. Both were built 
between 1282 and 1294 by Henry de Lacy, Earl of Lincoln, under licence 
from Edward I and were probably designed by the leading military architect 
of the day, Master James of St George. The twin towers of Burgess Gate 
form the symbol on Denbigh’s civic seal. The building has also been used as 
a council chamber and a prison.

21 and 22 September, 10am-5pm. Limited access: step up into tower.

Where to Visit
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Where to Visit Denbigh

7  Dr Evan Pierce Memorial Garden
Vale Street, Grade II* Listed Building, Grade II Registered Historic 
Garden
NGR SJ055662

Dr Evan Pierce himself built the 50ft column topped by his statue to mark 
his philanthropy as coroner, JP, alderman and five times Mayor of Denbigh. 
It also commemorates his work as a medical doctor during the cholera 
epidemic of 1838. Dr Pierce lived in Salisbury Place opposite and would have 
been able to look at his image from his window. This is a small Victorian 
public garden with a formal layout and planting typical of its period, recently 
extensively renovated. Two fountains at the entrance commemorate 
Victoria’s Jubilee. 

21 and 22 September, 10am-5pm. Fully accessible.  
Tours available see ‘Denbigh Walks and Tours’ page.

10  Denbigh Friary
Rhyl Road, Denbigh LL16 3ER 
NGR SJ0593966562

Denbigh Friary is a ruined monastic religious house located in 
Denbighshire, Wales. It is situated in the valley of the River Clwyd and 
was founded in 1343-50. The friary was dedicated to St Mary, and was a 
Carmelite community. The English Benedictine abbot, Robert Parfew was 
involved in the 18th August 1538 surrender of the Carmelites of Denbigh 
Friary. During the Dissolution, some of the buildings were turned into 
houses, while wool was sold in the churchyard. The ruins are mostly from 
the 13th and 15th centuries, and include parts of a choir, a gable end, and 
nave walls.

21 and 22 September, 10.00am-4.00pm.  
Tours available see ‘Denbigh Walks and Tours’ page.  
Directions available from Denbigh Library.

11  St Thomas’s Presbyterian Church
Vale Street, Denbigh LL16 3AH

A fine example of a traditional gothic revival, built in 1880, which has 
a wonderful organ and a lovely Italian-style stained glass window. The 
memorial stones which we see in the church building were laid on the 1st 
October, 1878, by Watkin Williams, M.P. and the famous Thomas Gee, 
Mayor of Denbigh. 

Time: 10am-4.30pm Saturday 21 and  
Sunday 22 September 2pm-4.30pm

8  St Mary’s Church
Henllan Place, Grade II* Listed Building
NGR SJ050662

St Mary’s was built in 1874 to replace the medieval church 
of St Hilary within the old town walls. Designed by local 
architects Lloyd Williams and Underwood the church 
contains an excellent but controversial reredos (the carving 
on the east wall behind the altar), condemned at the time as 
“an inducement to Popery and a betrayal of the principles of 
the Reformation”. Other features include the Flemish dossal 
(back panel) of 1530 in finely woven tapestry and the very 
fine Arts & Crafts stained glass windows lighting the nave.

21 and 22 September, 10am-5pm.  
Sunday Worship in Welsh at 9.45am - 10.30am.  
Sunday worship 11am-12 noon. Fully accessible.

9  St Marcella’s Church
Whitchurch Road, Grade I Listed Building
NGR SJ071662

Built on the site of the 7th century cell of St Marcella, the church is a classic 
example of the ‘Vale of Clwyd’ twin-naved style and is largely the result of 
a late perpendicular remodelling of around 1500. Exceptionally fine and 
well preserved, it is one of the most important churches in North Wales 
and contains some notable monuments. Buried inside are the map-maker 
Humphrey Llwyd, members of the powerful Salesbury family and the heart 
of Richard Clough, the Denbigh-born merchant. Outside is the grave of Twm 
o’r Nant, poet of Denbigh.

21 and 22 September, 10am-5pm. Sunday worship 9.30-10.30am. 
Fully accessible. Directions available from Denbigh Library.
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1   Ruthin Library
2 Ruthin Castle
3 Nantclwyd y Dre
4 The Old Courthouse  
5 Ruthin Gaol
6 Ruthin Craft Centre
7 Rose Cottage
8 St Peter’s Church and  
 Precinct 
9   Capel Pendref
10 Capel y Tabernacl

11 Capel Bathafarn
12 English Presbyterian Church
13 Llanfwrog Church (off map)

14 Hengoed, Bontuchel (off map)
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16 Plas Coch Conservative Club 

17   The Picture House Antiques
18   Porth Y Dwr
19   St. Elidan’s Church (off map)

20   St Michael and All Angels   
 Parish Church (off map)
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The name Ruthin denotes a red fort (Rhudd Din) suggesting a pre-Roman settlement on the 

sandstone castle ridge. Although there is some evidence of a Roman presence in the area, the town 

as we know it today was established as a borough, protected by a castle and town walls, under the 

lordship of Reginald de Grey in 1282, following Edward I’s conquest of Wales. 

Despite being burned down during the revolt of Owain Glyndwr in 1400, Ruthin flourished as a market 

town and centre for the wool and leather industries for several centuries. Until 1972, assize courts 

were held there,  and the town continues to be a major administrative centre for the county  

of Denbighshire.

The town is full of architectural interest and delight; including the remains of the 13th century castle, 

a former courthouse (now the NatWest Bank), which has remained essentially the same since 1400, 

the newly restored Nantclwyd y Dre, also dating from the early 15th century, and St Peter’s Church, 

which has watched over the development of the town since its foundation in 1284. 

St Peter’s Square is nearby and leading from it, in five directions, are shopping and residential streets 

containing a great variety of buildings from the 16th to the 20th centuries. At the bottom of Market 

Street, the redevelopment of the craft centre is now complete, designed to reflect 21st century 

architectural principles.

Ruthin Castle Ruthin Castle 



Walks and Tours

Morning Star 
Time: 10am-12noon and 2pm-5pm  
Saturday and Sunday.
Booking: not required.
Access: accessible.

The Morning Star, winner of the Quayle Award in 
2011, is a new restaurant in Ruthin that has recently 
been restored after falling into disrepair. The owners 
will tell you about the restoration project.

Slow Walks Round Ruthin
Pick up this booklet of self guided walks from  
the library.

Saturday 28 September only 

Education in Ruthin
Time: 2pm Saturday.  
Tour takes approx 2 hours 15 mins.
Booking: pre-booking required.
Access: restricted access.

A tour about the historic setting of the schools and 
their relevance to life in Ruthin. Ruthin School is one 
of the oldest public schools in the United Kingdom 
and is over seven hundred years old. The tour also 
includes Brynhyfryd School as well as Ruthin School. 
Meet at Brynhyfryd School.

Behind the scenes at Ruthin 
Gaol Museum and Archives
Time: 11am, 12pm, 2pm, 3pm (approx 1 hour)  
Booking: pre-booking required 
Access: restricted access

Learn more about the history of Ruthin Gaol followed 
by a talk and tour of the archives.  Find out more 
about the archives and how they are stored, and take 
a look at our fascinating collections.  
General admissions on the day also free  
(10am - 4pm) 

Neil Dalrymple -  
Designing a memorial 
Time: 11am, 12 noon, 1pm, 3pm and 4pm,  
each talk will last about 30 minutes.
Booking: pre-booking required.
Access: fully accessible.

Neil Dalrymple will discuss the design and making of 
his Tom Price memorial mural - from initial ideas, to 
maquettes to casting in bronze.  Meet at Studio 4, 
Ruthin Craft Centre.

Sunday 29 September only

Ruthin Castle Tours 
Time: 11am, 1pm and 3pm.  
Tour last approx 1 hour.
Booking: pre-booking required.
Access: not suitable for wheelchair users, due to 
steps in the grounds.

Tour of the medieval remains and grounds of Ruthin 
Castle. Meet in car park by front entrance.

Historic tours of  
Nantclwyd Y Dre 

Time: 11am, 12pm and 2pm  
Booking: pre-booked required  
Access: fully accessible to ground floor. 

Tours conducted by Phil Ebbrell, Conservation 
Architect, Denbighshire County Council.  General 
admissions free (10.30 - 4pm)

Hengoed, Bontuchel 
Time: 10am, 12 noon, 2pm and 4pm.  
Tour takes approximately 1 hour.
Booking: pre-booking required.
Access: not accessible. 

Take a tour of this 15th century cruck hall house 
which is now a barn. There is a long, narrow drive, 
so please be patient when leaving and arriving (no 
passing spaces). Please do not bring dogs or drive  
on grass verges.

Ruthin

Saturday 28 and Sunday 29 September

24

To book any of the walks or tours, 
please call Ruthin Library on 
01824 705274 or email 
heritageinitiative@denbighshire.gov.uk
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Exhibitions & events

Saturday 28 September and 
Sunday 29 September 

Parish Registers

St Peter’s Church (from 11am-4pm Saturday 

and 11.30-4pm Sunday), Llanfwrog Church 

(from 10am-4pm Saturday and 2pm-4pm 

Sunday) and St Meugan’s Church (from 1pm-

3pm both days) will have displays of their 

old registers dating back to the 16th century.  

This could provide invaluable information for 

budding genealogists.    

Ruthin Library 

Time: 9.30am-4.30pm.

The library will have local history exhibitions and 

a display of properties that have received the 

Quayle Award, presented by Ruthin and District 

Civic Association.

Saturday 28 September only

Ruthin Craft Centre

Time: 11am
Booking: not required

A gallery talk on architectural prints on ceramics 

by Sara Roberts, the exhibition curator.

To book any of the walks 
or tours, please call Ruthin 
Library on 01824 705274 
or email heritageinitiative@
denbighshire.gov.uk



1  Ruthin Library
Record Street, Grade II** Listed Building
NGR SJ124581

Main information point on the day – a good place to start.

This building has a past associated with crime and punishment: It was built 
in 1785 to house records of the Courts of Great Assize, so it seemed natural 
to use it as a county hall, or courthouse. As the building grew in prestige, 
a portico complete with Doric columns was added to the front during the 
1860s. The court last sat here in 1974, but it continued as a magistrates’ court 
until 1986 and was converted to a library during the early 1990s.

28 and 29 September, 9.30am-4.30pm. Fully accessible.  
Tours of the library at 11am on both days.  
All Library services will be available throughout the weekend.

4  The Old Courthouse (NatWest Bank)
St Peter’s Square, Grade II* listed building
NGR SJ123583

This building has presided over Ruthin town centre since 1421. The lordship court 
at Ruthin appointed officials, administered the leasing of lands and mills, and 
prosecuted the owners of animals who trampled the lord’s cornfields. Constructed 
from a boxed frame, with the old dungeons below it, and outside on the west gable 
are the remains of a gibbet. The last execution was in 1674, and was that of Charles 
Mahoney, who was executed a martyr of the Catholic faith and beatified by the 
Pope, the first step to sainthood, in 1987. The National Provincial Bank bought the 
Courthouse in 1925-6, and restored it to its former splendor. Its successor, the 
NatWest, has recently financed the renewal of some external timbers.

Saturday 28 September only, 10am-12.30pm.  
Access to public banking area only.

5  Ruthin Gaol 
Clwyd Street, Grade II* Listed Building
NGR SJ121582

The most prominent building historically associated with 
crime and punishment, the gaol originated as a ‘House of 
Correction’ in 1654. In 1774, the local magistrates, ‘sensible 
of the miserable state of the ancient prison, in compassion 
for the unfortunate’, built a new prison, which was 
extended in 1803 and 1812. A four-storey block, modelled 
on Pentonville Prison in London, was added in 1867-8.  
It ceased to be a prison in 1916 and was used, among other 
things, as a munitions factory. It is now open as a visitor 
attraction and is home to Denbighshire Archives Service. 

Saturday 28 September only, 10am-5pm. Free entry. 
See events page. Fully accessible.

6  Ruthin Craft Centre
Park Road
NGR SJ125585

Designed by Sergison Bates Architects and funded by The Arts Council of 
Wales Lottery fund, the new centre is located on the existing site within its 
own landscape. It is a dynamic zinc and cast stone building with undulating 
roofs to echo the surrounding Clwydian Hills. The Craft Centre now houses 
three new galleries with changing exhibition programmes throughout the year. 
A stunning contemporary building, the Craft Centre reached the final four in 
the race for the Art Fund Prize 2009.

28 and 29 September, 10am-5.30pm. Fully accessible.  
Tours: see Ruthin events page.

2  Ruthin Castle
Castle Street, Grade I Listed Building
NGR SJ123580

Like Flint and Rhuddlan, the old Ruthin Castle was erected as part of the 
English King Edward I’s plan to subjugate the Welsh prince, Llewelyn 
the Last. Begun in 1277 and completed in 1284, it survived the attacks 
of Owain Glyndwr in 1400. Its royal connections were ended when 
parliamentary forces almost completely destroyed the building in 1644 
during the Civil War. Traces of its five towers, connecting walls and 
(much altered) gatehouse remain. The site is now occupied by a hotel, 
built in 1826 and extended in 1848-52, notable for its typically Victorian 
mock-medieval style.

Tours of the castle remains are on Sunday only: see Ruthin 
events page, pre-booking required.

3  Nantclwyd y Dre
Castle Street, Grade I Listed Building
NGR SJ123581

Halfway along Ruthin’s most handsome street, Nantclwyd y Dre has 
undergone extensive restoration. We now know the precise season and 
year in which the wood for the hall house was felled (spring 1434) and the 
name of the man who was, in 1435, granted the land on which the house 
was built - Goronwy ap Madoc. Nantclwyd y Dre has been much extended 
and altered, most notably by Eubule Thelwall, who, in 1693, added the front 
porch which for many is the house’s most characteristic feature.

Tours can be pre-booked and free entry on Sunday only: see Ruthin 
events page.

Where to Visit
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7  Rose Cottage
15 Rhos Street
Grade II listed building
NGR SJ128582

Although small, Rose Cottage is of interest because it shows that not all late 
medieval houses in the town were occupied by wealthy merchants. Like the larger 
properties, it is basically a timber-framed hall house retaining some of its original 
wattle and daub. The original building had only three rooms, indicating that it 
would have been occupied by a less wealthy family. Various improvements have 
been made, including the installation of a timber-framed fireplace in the late 17th 
century, but by the middle of the 20th century, Rose Cottage was in a dilapidated 
state. Restored in 2000 by its present owner, whose achievement was recognised 
by the Civic Trust for Wales, and locally by Ruthin and District Civic Association, 
who awarded him the Quayle Award for 2002.

28 and 29 September, 11am–3pm. Restricted access.

10  Capel y Tabernacl
Well Street, Grade II Listed Building
NGR SJ125582

This Welsh Presbyterian chapel, originally home to Calvinistic Methodists, was 
built by Thomas Williams in 1889-91. The minister in charge at the time was the 
Rev Robert Ambrose Jones (Emrys ap Iwan), a famous advocate of Welsh self-
government and the Welsh language. Welsh remains the language of worship at 
Y Tabernacl. Inside, the pews are arranged like a horseshoe and the chapel has 
traceried windows under a broad hammer beam roof. There is also an impressive 
array of organ pipes. The importance placed on preaching is emphasised by the 
ornamented pulpit as below it is the ‘Sêt-Fawr’ - Deacons’ Pew.

28 September, 11am-3pm, and 29 September, 1.30pm-4pm.  
Sunday services: 10am and 5.30pm.  
Fully accessible.banking area only.

11  Capel Bathafarn
Market Street, Grade II Listed Building
NGR SJ124584

Bathafarn Chapel was built in 1868 for £200 to replace Mill 
Chapel, the original place of worship for the Wesleyans in 
the town. It was built in memory of the Rev Edward Jones, 
the pioneer of Wesleyanism in Wales, who lived at Bathafarn 
Farm, some one and a half miles from town. Designed by 
Richard Owens of Liverpool in a sub-classical style, it is 
constructed in red brick with yellow sandstone details. There is 
room for some 450 worshippers to sit easily in the Chapel. 

28 and 29 September, 11am-4pm.  
Restricted access.

12  English Presbyterian Church
Wynnstay Road
NGR SJ124582

The foundation stone of this church, built by Samuel Owen, was laid on 28th 
July 1892. The church is pure Gothic, with a porch, a belfry and two transepts. 
The left transept houses the vestry while part of the right transept contains the 
organ works and pipes. The east window, visible from the porch, is dedicated 
to the Rev H L Morris, minister from 1926 to 1949. Immediately below the 
window is an illuminated cross in light oak, carved and presented to the church 
by Mr S Dyer-Gough of Nantclwyd y Dre. 

28 September, 11am-4pm, and 29 September, 11.30am-4pm.  
Sunday service 10.30-11.30am.  
Fully accessible.

8  St Peter’s Church and Precinct
St Peter’s Square, Grade I listed building
NGR SJ123583

St Peter’s has been at the centre of Ruthin life since its foundation as a 
chapel in the parish of Llanrhydd (see number 15 - St Meugan’s), in 1284. 
The present building started life in 1310, and follows the local practice 
of having two naves, as well as a chancel and central tower. The timber 
roofs, decorated with heraldry, badges and carved flowers, were added 
during the 15th century, but the spire not until 1854. The Old Cloisters, 
where the clergy used to live, date from 1310, and have a vaulted 
undercroft. 

28 September, 11am-4pm, and 29 September, 11:30am-4pm. 
Sunday service 10.30-11.30am. Fully accessible.  
The Parish Records will be on display.

  
9  Capel Pendref
Well Street, Grade II* Listed Building
NGR SJ124582

Between 1801 and 1851, it has been estimated a chapel was completed in Wales 
every eight days! Capel Pendref (Congregational), built in 1827, arrived at an 
auspicious time, as the following year nonconformists were, for the first time, 
legally allowed to stand for public office. Pendref (‘Top of the Town’), the oldest 
chapel in Ruthin, reached its present form in 1875 and has an elegant bow front 
constructed from large even blocks of ashlar and a Tuscan porch. Inside, a gallery 
runs on three sides under a floral ceiling.

28 September, 11am-4pm, and 29 September, 10am-2pm. Service 2.30-
3.45pm. Restricted access.

Where to Visit
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13  Llanfwrog Church
Llanfwrog, Grade II* Listed Building
NGR SJ 115 578

Llanfwrog Church is on the top of a hill on the western edge of Ruthin.  
There are extensive views of the Vale of Clwyd and the mountains of the 
Clwydian Range from the churchyard. Christian worship has taken place 
here since the 6th century, when Mwrog (a little known Celtic saint) first 
proclaimed the Gospel in this part of the world. The building has been 
restored many times in its long history, the latest restoration being in 1999, 
when the church was made more ‘user friendly’ for the new century.

28 September, 10am-4pm, and 29 September, 2pm-4pm.  
Fully accessible via gate entrance past the church.  
The Parish Records will be on display.

16  Plas Coch AKA  
The Conservative Club, Ruthin  
24-26 Well Street, Ruthin
Grade II Listed Building 
NGR SJ12551

Aptly named Plas Coch because of its red sandstone, it is thought to 
have been built in 1615. A plaque states the building stems from the 13th 
century and was burned by Owain Glyndwr in 1400 and rebuilt in 1613 as 
lodgings for the constable of Castell Coch. In the 19th century the front 
was plastered to arrest erosion. 

28 and 29 September from 12 noon-6pm.   
Fully accessible.

17  The Picture House Antiques 
34 Well Street

The Picture House was first built to show silent movies 
but closed in the 60s to be converted to a warehouse. 
Famous for its barrel top ceiling, the building has been 
used as a dancehall, supermarket, bed shop, bar and 
restaurant, before now selling antiques.  
The front of the building, which used to house the 
ticket office, foyer and sweetshop, is an art deco 
addition. It includes self-guided story boards from 
bygone characters and a peek at the recent discovery 
of an ancient flagpole. 

28 and 29 September only 10.30am – 4pm.   
Not accessible.

18  Porth y D w ̂   r
65 Clwyd Street, LL15 1HN
Ruthin Grade II* listed building 
NGR SJ120582 

Externally, Porth y D w ̂  r has the appearance of a mid-19th century house with 
attached shop, but it holds an intriguing secret. Built in the 15th century and 
associated with the Castle Mill, it was reputedly the home of Peter Moyle the 
miller and his family from 1586. An original medieval arched doorway, exposed 
timber frame with mullioned window, and 17th century panelling remain 
internally, and a section of original carved oak balustrading has been retained 
in the south wall.   The owners of Porth y Dwr are in the process of renovating 
the building using traditional materials and to conservation standards. 

28 and 29 September from 10am – 4pm.   
Not accessible.

14  Hengoed
Bontuchel, Grade II* Listed Building
NGR SJ 090 581

Hengoed is an early 15th century Cruck Hall House, dated between 
1438 and 1447. “Discovered” in 2005, having been used as an 
agricultural building for over 100 years, the site has been occupied 
as a residence since at least the early 14th century.  The timber 
framework of the building is remarkably complete, with the full 
complement of five cruck trusses defining the four bays of the house 
having survived. The hall dimensions, particularly the massive arch-
braced central truss, are impressive, as is the carpentry employed (by 
Richard Suggett RCAHMW). The oak used was some 500 years old at 
felling and is the oldest recorded in any building in the British Isles.

Accessible via tours on Sunday only: see Ruthin events page.

15  St Meugan’s Church
Llanrhydd, Grade I Listed Building
NGR SJ140577

Out of the way but well worth looking for, St Meugan’s is the mother church 
of Ruthin, long predating St Peter’s in the centre of town. There may have 
been a church building on this site from the 7th century, and we know the 
name of the first rector, Bleddyn ap David, who was installed in 1390, but 
the present building dates only from the 15th century. The Thelwall family, 
also connected with Nantclwyd y Dre, owned nearby Bathafarn House, and 
the monument to John Thelwall (died 1586) and his wife Jane (1585),  
depicting their ten sons and four daughters each holding skulls is very fine,  
if rather gruesome.

28 and 29 September, 1pm-3pm. Sunday service at 3pm.  
Fully accessible. The Parish Records will be on display.

Where to Visit
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19  St. Elidan’s Church
Llanelidan. LL15 2PT 
NGR SJ10964 50505

The church of St. Elidan is an historic building residing in the 
picturesque village of Llanelidan. The building itself is full of 
historic artefacts and the graveyard also contains the resting 
place of Coch Bach Y Bala, an infamous rogue, who was shot on 
the outskirts of Llanelidan,  A display comprising of sacred doors 
and fascinating historical information about Coch Bach Y Bala will 
also be displayed in the church. 

28 September between 1pm - 5pm.   
Assistance will be available to help wheelchair users to 
navigate the internal steps should this be required.

20  St Michael and All Angels Parish Church,

Efenechtyd 
NGR SJ11162 55801

Evidence suggests that the church is of celtic origin, built on the site of a 
‘Llan’, and may have originally been a monastery, ministry or hermitage.   
It is the second smallest church in the diocese, and was first recorded in 
1253.  Interesting features include the ancient entrance door complete 
with its original latch, hinges and door knocker.
Inside are interesting memorials, and English gothic east window (1290-
1350), 16th century roof timbers, and the remains of early wall paintings 
– thought to be very precious and the unique wooden font.  Over time 
there have been alterations and restoration, the east window was re-
glazed in 1984, and was made in the Ruthin Craft Centre.

28 and 29 September from 11am - 5pm.  On Sunday 29 
September the Celebration of Gwylmabsant will start with a 
short service in the Church at 2.30pm, then the stone tossing in 
the Church yard follows afterwards.  Fully accessible.

Where to Visit
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